
1 '7.  Description 
I 

Condition Check one check one 
-x excellent - deteriorated 2- unaltered X original site 

I - good - ruins - altered - moved date N / n -  .- 
- fair - unexposed I 

-- 
Describe the present and original {if known) physical aphearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
I 

I The Major David Graham House is a wood and brick structure of immense 
proportions whose constituent elements the last two-thirds of the 19th 
century. Designed in consecutively from late Federal to orientalized 
Queen Anne, the house sits atop a the intersection of VA Routes 619 
and 626 in Wythe County. Although acres of Graham's original farm is 
subsumed within the 300 acres owned only the twenty-one acres surround- 
ing the house and its Surrounding the Graham House are 
several outbuildings, kitchen, springhouse, and 
two barns. Elements also remain, including 
brick walks and ornamental ponds. 

As it exists today, the Major David Gr ham House is the result of four distinct 
building campaigns: ca. 1840, ca. 1855, ca. and ca. 1890. 

The house is roughly T-shaped in along an east-west axis. Resting on a 
stone half basement, part of the house, easternmost section, is a Zf-story, 3-bay 

The interior of 
chair rail paneling, 
newel posts, and stringer have been derived 
from plate 29 of Owen The other afore- 
mentioned elements are 
American Builders' Companion (1806) cf. pl. , and Benjamin's Practical Housecarpenter 
(1830) (cf. pl. 43). 

The second-floor doorway employs decorative elements, including diagonally 
carved antepagments which terminate id Adamesque discs. Above the door a 

Aside from the porches, the exterior of 
the transitional and additive nature of the 
western bays are delineated by 9/9 sash while 
elaborate arched entry on the main floor as 
the second-floor porch. The ground-floor 
flanked by Greek Ionic engaged half columns en 
iations form narrow 1 by 4 paned sidelights 
with roping. The shafts of the Ionic 
checked half round bases which flank carved 
column capitals, the abbreviated entablature 
interspersed between fascia. Atop the 
archivolt is articulated by a triple fascta 
keystone. This exuberant carving encloses 
fanlight itself. 

this section of the house further reflects 
building. The main facade's (south) two 
the easternmost bay is explicated by an 

well as an arched-doorway which leads onto 
entry consists of paired two-panel doors 
ressaut with high bases. Theintercolumn- 
whose architraves are carved as ovolos 

coli~mns are solomonticand are supported by 
panels beneath each sidelight. Above the 
is composed primarily of rope moldings 

entablature is an elliptical fanlight whose 
with rope molding and a heavy wooden 

equally elaborate Gothic tracery in the 
















